

















the professor, but also might be an indication of a potential “Rosetta stone” if the unintelligibility were because
it was not Cherokee. It will remain a mystery because the professor will not even share pictures or a graphic
representation of this inscription. The University of Tennessee jealously guards and controls knowledge it
holds on Indigenous peoples, and haughtily looks down on Indigenous people. UT has long and loudly claimed
that the Yuchi (and Koasati) were never in Tennessee, and that they do not have any knowledge of the people
who were in Tennessee before the Cherokee and Europeans arrived !’ (see Figure 3) Whatever, the story of its
origins, there is more being hidden than revealed in the official viewpoint of the syllabary.

Summary

I fear that with the great amount of territory covered with respect to the Yuchi by way of illustration herein, that
we are very much in danger of losing the real points that are to be made. While the Yuchi story is important

and needs to be heard, it is not the elements of the Yuchi history, but the richness lost to such marginalization
and exclusion that is the major point to be made. The Yuchi story serves as an excellent example of rich
traditions that are still available, but neglected by a blind allegiance to a single viewpoint -- a viewpoint that has
discounted the Indigenous view and Indigenous knowledge. The internet has provided a medium for discovery
and reclaiming of these cultural materials once nearly unavailable. Interdisciplinary and multicultural studies
are now available and should be evaluated, if we really embrace diversity and inclusiveness. The challenge of
the Syllabary and its true origins should cause us to question our rush to believe in propaganda and myth from
a single source. How many still believe that George Washington chopped down his father’s cherry tree, or

that he threw a sovereign across the Potomac? History should never be a single thread, but a tangle of stories,
constantly under scrutiny -- as there is no single truth to tell. In the end museums should make people think and
question, not provide simple palliative myths and monocultural propaganda.

Figure 2 Yuchi words rendered into the Syllabary Tsoyaha Yugiha &
Tsotanewaeno Because Cheokee has fewer phoenems the Syllabary would
need more characters to fully render a Yuchean orthography



Footnotes: g YT Ao '|
1. Cherokee Trail of Tears (DVD) & campaign promoting the Trail of | and 17th century occupants of

Tears National Historic Trail., National Park Service, U.S. Department of | Tennessee are disputed. By the

the Interior 2009. | 18th century, the only native
peoples living permanently in |
. o ' ' ] Tennessee were the Cherokee. |
2. http://www.sciway.net/hist/indians/yuchi.html, previous to 2010 this The Chickasaw controlled |
site listed the current status of the Yuchi not as “active” as is currently western Tennessee, but there |
listed, but as “Extinct.” This has been painfully noted in media coverage is no archaeological or historical
of Richard Grounds — in his lament on how it feels to be extinct. evidence that they used the area

lor more than hunting. The '
Shawnee and Creek briefly '
occupied small areas in the state,

but little archaeological evidence

has been found.

3. Chief Sam Brown Jr. and several communications from contacts in
other tribes have related that the Yuchi have been consulted on matters of
traditional ritual. Joe Mahan, the unpublished tapes of Chief Sam Brown,
Jr., Yuchi Tribal Archives (copied from Mahan Collection, Schwab
Archives, Columbus State University, Columbus, Georgia). Also, page Figure 3
268: “The Yuchi are remarkable for having retained their own tribal language (T:}ﬁiesriosﬁlef;Tgenffrﬁtvig?sﬁff?ﬁggggé?;
and much of their lore...” Muriel Wright, A Guide to the Indian Tribes of McClung Museum othei‘lwise excellent
Oklahoma, University of Oklahoma Press 1951/1986 exhibit. It is sad that they choose to hide
behind this noninformative statement.

4. Mary Linn, A Grammar of Euchee (Yuchi), PhD theses, University of
Kansas, 2000.

5. Joe Mahan, the unpublished tapes of Chief Sam Brown, Jr., Yuchi Tribal Archives (copied from Mahan
Collection, Schwab Archives, Columbus State University, Columbus, Georgia)

6. Lew Ballard and Jim Crawford both have noted the similarity of words for translator/interpreter — W.

Lewis Ballard, “Linguistic and Cultural Areal Features Among the Yuchis, Creeks, and Shawnees: Questions,
Proposals and Bibliography,” page 4, unpublished paper delivered at the Conference on Muskogean Languages
and Linguistics at the University of Oklahoma, October, 19, 1978, and referring to Crawford’s reference to
Jjatiki (Timucuan) at Oswego Conference in August 1976. Initiated by observation of the common use of

the term for “Interpreter” in James Crawford, Studies in Southeastern Indian Languages, page 279 #15,
University of Georgia Press, Athens 1975, wherein he originally thought the word arose in the Creek language
first. Ballard notes its Yuchean structure, and that it may be easily decomposed into logical morphemes in Yuchi,
and therefore most certainly has its origins in the Yuchean use. This would be further supported by the virtually
complete absence of borrowed terms into Yuchi, and lack of a logical Muskogean etymology.

7. David Hackett, “Spiritual Yuchi” (@ www.yuchi.org

8. Frank Speck, Yuchi Ethnology 1909

9. Addie George personal communication. Also Chief Sam Brown in Mahan tapes.

10. An example news report of such efforts at identification of the builders of Cahokia wherein researchers
have publicly stated they could find no oral traditions, includes this one on the web: “But what really puzzles
archeologists and anthropologists is that there are no legends, no records, no mention whatsoever of the once-
grand city in the lore of any of the tribes -- Osage, Omaha, Ponca and Quapaw -- that are believed to be the
direct descendents of the city’s builders.” @ http://www.wired.com/culture/lifestyle/news/2004/10/65170

11. Salt is recognized as being a premier commodity in cultural trade because it is so necessary to agrarian
peoples, and it has an unequal distribution. The Yuchi have been linked to salt both at Tybee Island, Georgia



(dabi is salt in Yuchean), and at Saltville Virginia, as well as other salt licks around the Southeast. Even into
the Twentieth Century the Yuchi were on Salt Creek in Oklahoma among the Sac & Fox tribes plying the salt
making trade. (page 267) Muriel Wright, A Guide to the Indian Tribes of Oklahoma, University of Oklahoma
Press 1951/87 & E. Raymond Evans, Koasatis Napochin, and Yuchis in the Eastern Tennessee Valley

@ http://www.itslt.org/koasati yuchi_napochin.doc, Page 9 Yuchis, salt and Saltville

12. Yuchi Cultural Footprint was outlined in Joseph Bauxier (1957) and by Kneberg and Lewis (1946 & 1958)
in Hiwassee Island and Tribes that Slumber. It includes oriented and extended burials often with the grave
lined by wood, bark or stone; trench wall semisubterranian houses in palisaded round towns; story telling
effigies; flared rim pipes, and of course the Yuchean language.

13. Frank Speck, “Some Outlines of Aboriginal Culture in the Southeastern States,” Am Anthrop pp 287-95 Vol
9 #2 Apr/Jun 1907

John Swanton, “Sun Worship in the Southeast,” Am Anthrop pp206-13 Vol 3 #2 Apr/Jun 1928.

A.J. Waring & Preston Holder, “A Prehistoric Ceremonial Complex in The Southeastern United States,” Am
Anthrop ppl-, Vol 47, #1 Jan/Mar 1945.

14. Francis Jennings, The Founders of America, W.W. Norton, NY, NY, 1993. In Chapter two, he delineates
the long history of agriculture in North America and the well over half the staple crops have their roots here.
in Chapter Four, he relates the high level of civilization of Cahokia, making it clear that this was a “civilzed”
culture by any standard. He does not state who the ruling elite from meso-America that built Cahokia, but they
were certainly Great Suns, and children of the Sun.

15. Peter Martyr in De Orbe Novo translated by McNutt discusses a priestly tribe living in the mountains.
Portion reprinted on p.41 et seq. in John Swanton’s Early History of the Creek Indians and their Neighbors,
1922.

16. Traveller Bird, Tell Them They Lie; The Sequoyah Myth Los Angeles: Westernlore Publishers, 1971.

17. The University of Tennessee has long denied any knowledge of connections between the protohistoric
Indigenous population and any historic peoples. This academic dishonesty of the staff of the McClung Museum
and Anthropology Department of the University of Tennessee will be further addressed in a later paper. In short,
I as a Yuchi person have been long treated persona non grata here. UT is in a conflict of interest that involves
both a desire to keep 10,000 human skeletons in their warehouse and away from NAGPRA resolution, and with
some designs on Cherokee bingo funds as grant money according to one unnamed staff source. Their ruse of
ignorance is not only disingenuous, but a blatant academic dishonesty, as there is clear historic documentation
that ties these Indigenous Tennesseans to living tribes. There may be confusion with respect to individual
skeletons (perhaps because proper records were not kept of context), there is no confusion about what peoples
inhabited the Tennessee Valley in the Protohistoric time. Further, it is all inconsequential, as under NAGPRA
law there is no requirement to prove direct relationship as they have asserted. If challenged, they would have

to return the bones. My issue is that their broad claims that the Yuchi were not in Tennessee is the last act of
genocide: the writing of a people out of history. In both discussions with me, and with such others as personnel
of the Tennessee Wildlife Management, they have make these absurd claims with respect to the Yuchi. The

fact is that [ have never raised any issues about the bones, but merely inquired about Yuchi resource materials,
and was floored when I was angrily told that I would have to produce DNA evidence before they would give
up any of the bones. Such a non sequitur reply to my desire to access reports is just one of their responses that
speak volumes here. They certainly believe they should be the sole arbitrators of all knowledge of Tennessee’s
Indigenous peoples, and that these artifacts belong to them. In my experience this institution is hostile to
Indigenous peoples, and provides an outstanding example of noninclusiveness and marginalizing behaviors, as
well as being in violation of NAGPRA law.
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